
in this a4, code is the tex tual aspect of compu ter techn olo gy that may be

lo ade d up on a tex t edit or and easily chang ed. i’m conscio usl y av oiding any

disc ussio n on the subje ct of tex t edit ors -- write your edits on a pie ce of

paper and then write the m to newfile wit h echo. what’s imp ortan t to me is that

this be easily acc ompli she d. wit h en ough tim e an d energy, any one could write

in ter estin g co de. the bes t pr oject would be if my grand mother took the tim e to

re-wr ite the linux ker nel fro m scratc h, and if she kept a rec ord of her

reflec tio ns about code. as muc h as i like pierr e menard, this is not feasible.

th e pr ocess es of code shoul d be man age able wit hou t th e ne e d of res ortin g to

to o muc h ex ter nal technical sup por t.

wh en it com es down to it, this means that code is tex t wr itt e n in one of the

co mpu ter lan guag es. code is the activ e pr actic e of altering hal f-un der sto od

te xt file s. code are the static character s th at sil ently stare bac k at you,

an d th at will no t ev en you giv e th e il lusio n th at you’re double-gu essin g a

machin e. it’s alw ays evident that som eon e else was there befor e yo u, and that

th at per son was sl oppy. it’s jus t a matter of pla yin g al ong and loc ating tho se

three character s in a tex t file that wil l make all the dif fer enc e on whe ther

yo ur compu ter can dis play postscript or whe ther it wil l ke ep tho se secrets to

it self. the code is as flawed as the coder.

seld om does the small press hav e an y real politic al weigh t. it’s ver y nice

wh en it does, but most of the tim e it’s jus t poetry by way of fragile,

li mit ed, utopian a4s. the small press may be weak, but this is no reason to

ge t rid of it. likewis e for code. fre e software activ ism may be hot air, but

this is no reason to ban floss practic es. the code of fre e software is poetr y

way bey ond high brow compu ter scien ce. som e people hav e poin ted to its

infinite repr odu cibil ity. oth er par ts of the lar ger tex t de al wit h it s

glit ches.

in order to start codin g, consu mer s don’t need to wait for a st and ards body to

define a syn tax. if we’re alr ead y co din g, i don’t see why we shoul dn’t start

wr iting our own syn tax. this means that there’s room for both [1] sy ntax

th at’s fun ction al fro m an engin eer’s point of view [2] syn tax that’s not

func tio nal fro m an engin eer’s point of vie w.

on the one han d, [2] above means code that crash es. on the oth er han d, it als o

mean s th at we can start looking for compu tatio ns outside of compu ter s. on the

city like socialfictio n did, or at a temp job like that te xt fro m th e

te mpslave zine did . this als o mean s th at the lan guag es wil l pr oli fer ate. how

far wil l th e in compatibili tie s ge t?

at the office

in typ ewr iters, printin g ac ts like a scr een in that it dis pla ys what’s typ ed.

unle ss it’s imagine d, a typewr iter has no ran dom acc ess mem ory, no disk space,

no proc ess or mem ory. phy sic al traces are lef t on the typ ewr iter station ary.

the erase d char acter s ar e al l th ere. tel ety pes rec eiv ed ins tructio ns and

displa yed compu tatio ns by printin g. at the shell, which bel ongs to the

tele typ e fa mil y tr ee, prin tin g has been abstracted wit h stuf f like lpr. on

yo utu be there’s a vid eo where a frustrate d office wor ker st arts pho toc opyin g

th e co mpu ter’s scr een dir ectly after the printer spr ays him wit h to ner.

coul d we start codin g th e office station ary? could we start codin g th e

differ ent pap er-pr inter-st aple-co mpu ter arr ange men ts in an office or on a

desk? cal cul ating their per mutatio ns is trivial. how muc h could we cal cul ate

by moving stuff aroun d a desk?

in the user manu al of the printer where this was prin ted, there are the

foll owing specifications that may com e in han dy to the end -us er:

mo del nam e, print speed, acous tic noise, weigh t, pack age weigh t, ex ter nal

dimensio ns, emula tio n, ram, sup por ted siz es of pap er, pap er sm oothn ess


